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Aleppo, to fathers, and mothers, and sons,
and daughters, brothers, and sisters like
each of us here.

It is extremely hard to get information, of
course, out of the small area still held by the
opposition. You will hear this as an alibi as
a way of papering over what video testi-
mony, phone calls, and others are bringing
us live. You will hear this invoked—that it is
hard to verify. It is deliberate. The Assad re-
gime and Russia backed by Iran using mili-
tia on the ground have done everything they
can to cut off the city. So you will hear,
“well, we don’t really know, maybe it’s made
up’—but they are hiding what is happening
from the world. It would be easy for inde-
pendent investigators to get in along with
food, health workers, and others; but in-
stead, the perpetrators are hiding their bru-
tal assault from the world willfully. But con-
sider the accounts that have made it out—so
many of them—first responders describing
children’s voices from beneath the rubble of
collapsed buildings. There are no first re-
sponders or equipment left to dig them out,
and no doctors left to treat them. Bodies
lying in the streets of eastern Aleppo, but no
one dares collect them, for fear of getting
bombed or shot to death in the process. Up to
a hundred children are reportedly trapped
right now, in a building under heavy fire.
Terrorists. Clearly—young children—they
must be terrorists because everybody being
executed, everybody being barrel bombed,
everybody who’s been chlorine attacked,
you're going to be told they are all terror-
ists—every last one of them, even the in-
fants.

The regime of Bashar Al-Assad, Russia,
Iran, and their affiliated militia are the ones
responsible for what the UN called ‘‘a com-
plete meltdown of humanity.”” And they are
showing no mercy:

No mercy despite their territorial con-
quests—even now, no mercy. In the last 24
hours alone, pro-Assad forces reportedly
killed at least 82 civilians, including 11
women and 13 children.

These forces are reportedly entering homes
and executing civilians on the spot, as we
have heard. And according to the Office for
the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
foreign militias like Iraqi Harakat Al-
Nujaba organization are involved in these
killings. Where civilians are able to run the
gauntlet and make it across the frontlines,
Syrian intelligence agencies are pulling peo-
ple aside and sending them away, perhaps to
be gang-pressed to the front lines, likely to
the same prisons where we know the Assad
regime tortures and executes those in its
custody.

In light of these reports, we join others, es-
pecially the Secretary-General, in one of his
final appeals, reiterating our call to the
Assad regime and Russia to stop their as-
sault on Aleppo, to protect civilians. We call
on Russia and Assad to allow impartial,
international observers into the city to over-
see the safe evacuation of the people who
wish to leave, but who justifiably fear that if
they try, they will be shot in the street or
carted off to one of Assad’s gulags.

The Assad regime and Russia appear dead
set on seizing every last square inch of Alep-
po by force, no matter how many innocent
bodies pile up in their wake. But we keep in-
sisting on answering the UN call for access,
for safe and orderly evacuation, because we
are not willing to accept that innocent men,
women, and children can be butchered sim-
ply because they happen to live in a conflict
area. Our shared humanity and security de-
mands that certain rules of war hold, the
most basic. And it is up to each and every
one of us here to defend those rules.

To the Assad regime, Russia, and Iran—
three Member States behind the conquest of
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and carnage in Aleppo—you bear responsi-
bility for these atrocities. By rejecting UN-
ICRC evacuation efforts, you are signaling to
those militia who are massacring innocents
to keep doing what they are doing. Denying
or obfuscating the facts—as you will do
today—saying up is down, black is white,
will not absolve you. When one day there is
a full accounting of the horrors committed
in this assault of Aleppo—and that day will
come, sooner or later—you will not be able
to say you did not know what was hap-
pening. You will not be able to say you were
not involved. We all know what is happening.
And we all know you are involved.

Aleppo will join the ranks of those events
in world history that define modern evil,
that stain our conscience decades later.
Halabja, Rwanda, Srebrenica, and, now,
Aleppo. To the Assad regime, Russia, and
Iran, your forces and proxies are carrying
out these crimes. Your barrel bombs and
mortars and airstrikes have allowed the mi-
litia in Aleppo to encircle tens of thousands
of civilians in your ever-tightening noose. It
is your noose. Three Member States of the
UN contributing to a noose around civilians.
It should shame you. Instead, by all appear-
ances, it is emboldening you. You are plot-
ting your next assault. Are you truly incapa-
ble of shame? Is there literally nothing that
can shame you? Is there no act of barbarism
against civilians, no execution of a child
that gets under your skin, that just creeps
you out a little bit? Is there nothing you will
not lie about or justify?

To the members of this Council, and all
Member States of the United Nations: Know
that the ghastly tactics we are witnessing in
Aleppo will not stop if the city falls. The re-
gime and its Russian allies will only be
emboldened to replicate their starve-and-
surrender-and-slaughter tactics elsewhere.
This will be their model for attempting to
retake cities and towns across Syria.

It will not end with Aleppo. And it will not
focus on terrorists. It never has, and there is
no evidence that it will.

This is why it is so essential that each of
us right here—mo matter how small a coun-
try you are, no matter what your view of
sovereignty, if you share our view that ter-
rorism is one of the singular causes on earth
worth fighting, it doesn’t matter—you have
a responsibility to denounce these atrocities.
We have just heard the Secretary-General
state it plainly. You have to tell those re-
sponsible that they must stop. This isn’t the
time for more equivocation, for self-cen-
soring, for avoiding naming names, for diplo-
matic niceties of the kind that are so well-
practiced here on the Council. Say who is re-
sponsible. Appeal to Moscow, to Damascus,
to Tehran, that they have to stop. Use every
channel you have—public, private, bankshot,
through someone who knows someone. The
lives of tens of thousands of Syrians still in
eastern Aleppo—between 30,000-60,000 peo-
ple—and hundreds of thousands more across
the country who are besieged, depend on it.

I thank you.

———

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, the rules
governing the procedure of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services have not
changed for the 115th Congress. Pursu-
ant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf
of myself and Senator REED, I ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the
committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

UNITED STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES RULES OF PROCEDURE, 115TH CON-
GRESS
1. REGULAR MEETING DAY—The Committee

shall meet at least once a month when Con-

gress is in session. The, regular meeting days
of the Committee shall be Tuesday and

Thursday, unless the Chairman, after con-

sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-

ber, directs otherwise.

2. ADDITIONAL MEETINGS—The Chairman,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may call such additional meet-
ings as he deems necessary.

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS—Special meetings of
the Committee may be called by a majority
of the members of the Committee in accord-
ance with paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

4. OPEN MEETINGS—Each meeting of the
Committee, or any subcommittee thereof,
including meetings to conduct hearings,
shall be open to the public, except that a
meeting or series of meetings by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the
same subject for a period of no more than
fourteen (14) calendar days may be closed to
the public on a motion made and seconded to
g0 into closed session to discuss only wheth-
er the matters enumerated below in clauses
(a) through (f) would require the meeting to
be closed, followed immediately by a record
vote in open session by a majority of the
members of the Committee or subcommittee
when it is determined that the matters to be
discussed or the testimony to be taken at
such meeting or meetings—

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with a
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under other provisions of law or
Government regulations.

5. PRESIDING OFFICER—The Chairman shall
preside at all meetings and hearings of the
Committee except that in his absence the
Ranking Majority Member present at the
meeting or hearing shall preside unless by
majority vote the Committee provides other-
wise.

6. QUORUM—(a) A majority of the members
of the Committee are required to be actually
present to report a matter or measure from



February 14, 2017

the Committee. (See Standing Rules of the
Senate 26.7(a)(1)).

(b) Except as provided in subsections (a)
and (c), and other than for the conduct of
hearings, nine members of the Committee,
including one member of the minority party;
or a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee, shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of such business as may be con-
sidered by the Committee.

(¢c) Three members of the Committee, one
of whom shall be a member of the minority
party, shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking sworn testimony, unless oth-
erwise ordered by a majority of the full Com-
mittee.

(d) Proxy votes may not be considered for
the purpose of establishing a quorum.

7. PROXY VOTING—Proxy voting shall be al-
lowed on all measures and matters before the
Committee. The vote by proxy of any mem-
ber of the Committee may be counted for the
purpose of reporting any measure or matter
to the Senate if the absent member casting
such vote has been informed of the matter on
which the member is being recorded and has
affirmatively requested that he or she be so
recorded. Proxy must be given in writing.

8. ANNOUNCEMENT OF VOTES—The results of
all roll call votes taken in any meeting of
the Committee on any measure, or amend-
ment thereto, shall be announced in the
Committee report, unless previously an-
nounced by the Committee. The announce-
ment shall include a tabulation of the votes
cast in favor and votes cast in opposition to
each such measure and amendment by each
member of the Committee who was present
at such meeting. The Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, may hold open a roll call vote on any
measure or matter which is before the Com-
mittee until no later than midnight of the
day on which the Committee votes on such
measure or matter.

9. SUBPOENAS—Subpoenas for attendance of
witnesses and for the production of memo-
randa, documents, records, and the like may
be issued, after consultation with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, by the Chairman or
any other member designated by the Chair-
man, but only when authorized by a major-
ity of the members of the Committee. The
subpoena shall briefly state the matter to
which the witness is expected to testify or
the documents to be produced.

10. HEARINGS—(a) Public notice shall be
given of the date, place and subject matter of
any hearing to be held by the Committee, or
any subcommittee thereof, at least 1 week in
advance of such hearing, unless the Com-
mittee or subcommittee determines that
good cause exists for beginning such hear-
ings at an earlier time.

(b) Hearings may be initiated only by the
specified authorization of the Committee or
subcommittee.

(c) Hearings shall be held only in the Dis-
trict of Columbia unless specifically author-
ized to be held elsewhere by a majority vote
of the Committee or subcommittee con-
ducting such hearings.

(d) The Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee shall consult with the Ranking
Minority Member thereof before naming wit-
nesses for a hearing.

(e) Witnesses appearing before the Com-
mittee shall file with the clerk of the Com-
mittee a written statement of their proposed
testimony prior to the hearing at which they
are to appear unless the Chairman and the
Ranking Minority Member determine that
there is good cause not to file such a state-
ment. Witnesses testifying on behalf of the
Administration shall furnish an additional 50
copies of their statement to the Committee.
All statements must be received by the Com-
mittee at least 48 hours (not including week-
ends or holidays) before the hearing.
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(f) Confidential testimony taken or con-
fidential material presented in a closed hear-
ing of the Committee or subcommittee or
any report of the proceedings of such hearing
shall not be made public in whole or in part
or by way of summary unless authorized by
a majority vote of the Committee or sub-
committee.

(g) Any witness summoned to give testi-
mony or evidence at a public or closed hear-
ing of the Committee or subcommittee may
be accompanied by counsel of his own choos-
ing who shall be permitted at all times dur-
ing such hearing to advise such witness of
his legal rights.

(h) Witnesses providing unsworn testimony
to the Committee may be given a transcript
of such testimony for the purpose of making
minor grammatical corrections. Such wit-
nesses will not, however, be permitted to
alter the substance of their testimony. Any
question involving such corrections shall be
decided by the Chairman.

11. NOMINATIONS—Unless otherwise ordered
by the Committee, nominations referred to
the Committee shall be held for at least
seven (7) days before being voted on by the
Committee. Each member of the Committee
shall be furnished a copy of all nominations
referred to the Committee.

12. REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS—Each
member of the Committee shall be furnished
with a copy of the proposals of the Secre-
taries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, sub-
mitted pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2662 and with a
copy of the proposals of the Director of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
submitted pursuant to 50 U.S.C. App. 2285, re-
garding the proposed acquisition or disposi-
tion of property of an estimated price or
rental of more than $50,000. Any member of
the Committee objecting to or requesting in-
formation on a proposed acquisition or dis-
posal shall communicate his objection or re-
quest to the Chairman of the Committee
within thirty (30) days from the date of sub-
mission.

13. LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR—(a) The clerk
of the Committee shall keep a printed cal-
endar for the information of each Committee
member showing the bills introduced and re-
ferred to the Committee and the status of
such bills. Such calendar shall be revised
from time to time to show pertinent changes
in such bills, the current status thereof, and
new bills introduced and referred to the
Committee. A copy of each new revision
shall be furnished to each member of the
Committee.

(b) Unless otherwise ordered, measures re-
ferred to the Committee shall be referred by
the clerk of the Committee to the appro-
priate department or agency of the Govern-
ment for reports thereon.

14. Except as otherwise specified herein,
the Standing Rules of the Senate shall gov-
ern the actions of the Committee. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the
Committee, and is therefore subject to the
Committee’s rules so far as applicable.

15. POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBCOMMIT-
TEES—Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
report to the full Committee on all matters
referred to it. Subcommittee chairmen, after
consultation with Ranking Minority Mem-
bers of the subcommittees, shall set dates for
hearings and meetings of their respective
subcommittees after consultation with the
Chairman and other subcommittee chairmen
with a view toward avoiding simultaneous
scheduling of full Committee and sub-
committee meetings or hearings whenever
possible.
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RECOGNIZING NEW JERSEY’S
POLICE AND FIRST RESPONDERS

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and pay tribute to
New Jersey’s heroic police officers and
first responders. Their quick and deci-
sive actions over one tense weekend
this past September helped to appre-
hend a suspect in three bombings in
New Jersey and New York, a potential
terrorist attack on American soil in
which one of the three bombings alone
injured 31 people in Manhattan.

As they do every day, these police of-
ficers, firefighters, and first responders
worked swiftly and efficiently to pro-
tect our communities from further
harm. Their courage, spirit of service,
and commitment to protecting our
communities ultimately helped to ap-
prehend an individual who, according
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
was an admirer of Osama bin Laden
and Anwar al Awlaki.

I greatly appreciate the efforts of the
Linden, NJ, police officers who appre-
hended the suspect following a shoot-
out between the suspect and law en-
forcement. Authorities located the sus-
pect in Linden after a collective man-
hunt was organized by officers from
Manhattan, Elizabeth, Linden, and
communities along the Jersey Shore. A
trial is now pending.

I am grateful for the close coordina-
tion of New York and New Jersey law
enforcement at the municipal, county,
State, and Federal levels. Everyone
worked together and shared actionable
intelligence in real time, which ulti-
mately led to the capture of a suspect
before more bombings could occur.
This critical sharing of information,
paired with the swift action of law en-
forcement, played a key role in pre-
venting further casualties.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to
the first responders who risk their lives
each and every day for the safety of
our communities. Our police officers
and first responders represent the best
of who we are as a nation, and we, as
citizens, have an enduring responsi-
bility to support them. As President
Obama said during the hunt for the
perpetrator of these bombings, ‘“We all
have a role to play as citizens in mak-
ing sure we don’t succumb to that fear.
And there’s no better example of that
than the people of New York and New
Jersey.”

These American heroes answered our
call when we needed them the most,
and we stand together as a grateful na-
tion in expressing our undying grati-
tude. Thank you.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING MICHAEL ‘“MIKE”
ILITCH
e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to remember Michael ‘Mike”
Ilitch of Detroit, MI, founder of Little
Caesars Pizza and owner of the Detroit
Tigers and Detroit Red Wings. Sadly,
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